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INVISIBLE, y 5 ' e ..

MAN

I've been
m riding my

trusty LY &
Honda 919 to HE PR .
work and leaving ),
my Ford F150 in the
Earage since the price
of unleaded cracked $4 per
gallon. Averaging 42 mpg IS great,
but sometimes it feels like I'm
invisible out there. What should |
be doing and/or wearing to help
the average dim-bulb driver
actually see me?
Derek Laufer
Corpus Cristl, TX

MAGIC CAN-BUS

For starters,

wear white

or brightly
colored gear. Motorcycle
Safety Foundation Vice
President Rob Gladden says fealing
frvisibie is & good thing if it reminds
you o ride like you're invisible. Never
assume the driver of anather vehicle
seas you. Beyond that, wearing black is
a bad idea. “According to a study from
New Zealand, wearing a while helmet
was assoclated with a 24 percent reduc-
tion in risk. Keeping your headlight on
and aimed correctly is very important
as well. There's been some discussion
about high-beam vs, low-beam because
the high-beam can obscure your front
turn signals. A heaglight moduiator can
increase your conspicuity if using one is
legal where you Nve.”

Where you are on the road [s important
as well. “Think about your lane posi-
tion,” Gladden says. "Don't hang out in
somecne else’s biind spot. If you're riding
alongside another vehicle, don't ride at
thelr four o'clock or their elght o'clock.
Make sure you're in their ine of sight. Put
yourself in the drivers seat of the cars
around you and think about what you can
do to make yoursell more visible.”
Play what Gladden calls the What-f

Game, as in, What if that dilapidated 63 white you're humming down the freeway.

Dids Toronado cuts across my bow? "It Playing What-If keeps your head in the game.”
keeps you scanning the riding emdiron- If you haven't been riding regularly, Gladden
ment, always keeping an exit route, or says the MSFs online Rider Perception Chal-
two, or three. [f also keeps you actively lenge (www.msf-usa.org/riderperception) can
engaged in riding. It's easy to start help you learn to recognize virtual danger sit-
thinking about what's for dinner or what ting in front of your computer, making it easier
you're going to do when you get home to avoid real trouble on an actual molorcyele.



